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A book is always the result of a collective effort and it is only fair that we express
our sincere gratitude to all those who have contributed to make this one possible.
First of all, we would like to thank Eusko Ikaskuntza for their decided support of
Basque scholars by offering them, through the Basque Visiting Fellowship, the
opportunity of working at such a distinguished site of learning as the University of
Oxford. At Oxford, we would like to thank all the members of St. Antony’s College
and, particularly, of the European Studies Centre for their warm welcome and all
their subsequent efforts to make our stay and work there all the more pleasant.
During the process of preparing the Workshop on which this book is based,
Jo seba Agirreazkuenaga showed himself supportive of our proposals and always
ready to offer a helpful suggestion. Olatz Zumalabe and Arantza Etxabe, secre ta -
ries at Eusko Ikaskuntza, were prompt to solve all our queries, however odd they
might seem. Equally, Janet Pearson and Ulli Parkinson’s assistance at the Euro -
pean Studies’ Centre was vital for the success of our Workshop.
Of course, neither the workshop at Oxford nor this book could have been
bro u ght to a fine end without the enthusiasm of our contributors. They have
appea red responsive to our comments and suggestions and constructive in
theirs, and they have kept to the deadlines; both personally and intellectually,
we can only say that it has been a pleasure to work with them.
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